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SUB J : INTER-UNION RIVALRY THREATENS UNEASY CORDOBA LABOR 
TRUCE 

1. UTILIZING A ONE DAY DELAY IN RECEIPT OF A SEMI-ANNUAL BONUS 
AS A PRETEXT, SUPPORTERS OF CORDOBA TROTSKYTTE-OR TENTED 
MECHANICS UNION (SMATA) SEIZED THE FIAT AUTOMOTIVE PLANT ON AUG 
21 AND ARE USING IT AS A BARGAINING WEAPON FOR THEIR DEMAND 
THAT WORKERS BE REPRESENTED BY SMATA, RATHER THAN BY THE METAL 
WORKERS UNION (UOM). AN UNDERTERMINED NUMBER OF 
MANAGEMENT PERSONNEL, WHO ALLEGEDLY REMAINED IN THE 

PLANT TO GUARD PAYROLL FUNDS, WERE HELD INSIDE THE COMPLEX. 

2. A WORKER S DELEGATION MET WITH VICE GOVERNOR ATILIO LOPEZ 
AND DEMANDED IMMEIDATE PAYMENT OF THE BONUS, NO REPRISALS TO 
BE TAKEN BY MANAGEMENT, AND A CHANGE IN UNION REPRESENTATION. 
LOPEZ AND MANAGEMENT ACCEDED TO FIRST TWO DEMANDS BUT NO ACTION 
WAS TAKEN ON THE THIRD AS OPPOSING METAL WORKERS UNION OFFICIALS 
STATED THEY WILL NOT RELINQUISH THEIR REPRESENTATION OF FIAT 
WORKERS. ALL CORDOBA SMATA AFFILIATED UNIONS BEGAN SYMPATHY 
STRIKE ON AUG 22, AND THE MARXIST CONTROLLED POWER & LIGHT 
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IS REPORTEDLY CALM AS OF AUG 23 WITH THE OCCUPIERS STILL IN 
CONTROL OF PLANT, WHICH IS CORDONNED BY POLICE AND ARMY TROOPS. 

3. COMMENT: PRESENT DISPUTE IS HERITAGE OF LANUSSE GOVERNMENT S 
OCT 1971 CANCELLATION OF LEGAL STATUS OF TROTSKYITE-CONTROLLED 
FIAT UNIONS SITRAC AND SITRAM. GOA ARBITRARILY AWAREDED UCM 
JURISDICTION OVER THE EX SITRAC-SITRAM WORKERS IN NOV 1972 
DESPITE THEIR PREFERENCE OF SMATA. OUTCOME OF PRESENT CONFLICT 
IS VERY MUCH IN DOUBT AS GOA IS NOT IN A POSITION TO ACCEDE 
TO OCCUPIERS' DEMANDS. SMATA IS CONTROLLED BY RENE SALAMANCA 
WHO ALIGNED WITH MARXIST POWER & LIGHT UNION LEADER AGUSTIN 
TOSCO, IS IN DIRECT AND OPEN CONFRONTATION WITH PERONIST LABOR 
MOVEMENT. THE NATIONAL UOM SECRETARY GENERAL, LORENZO MIGUEL, 
IS HEAD OF THE PERONIST 62 ORGANIZATION AND LAST WEEK WAS MADE 
A MEMBER OF THE PERONIST PARTY EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. DESPITE SUCH 
FORMIDABLE OPPOSITION, IT APPEARS UNLIKELY THAT THE OCCUPIERS 
WILL ACCEPT LESS THAN GOA AGREEMENT TO HOLD REPRESENTATION 
ELECTIONS, WHICH UNQUESTIONABLY WOULD BE WON BY SMATA. THE 
SITUATION REMAINS POTENTIALLY EXPOLOSIVE AND COULD 
FORCE RENEWAL OF THE CORDOBA PERONIST-MARXIST LABOR WARFARE, 
WHICH HAS ENJOYED AN UNEASY TRUCE SINCE JULY. 
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